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Wing completes deployment to Saudi Arabia

By Stalf 5gt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

Prince Sultan Adr Base is perhaps the mos|
challenging melitary environment in the
warld.

Located on the high desertof Saodi Arabia.
Bl miles Fronm the nearest eivilization, its lone
remarkahle feature 15 o desolaie expanse of
hiistering hrown sand,

Daviimne remperitures and the sun’s unre-
lentinge ruys cun cook exposed skin in min-
ules, poisonous spiders and snakes abound,
sandstorms appear from nowhera, and the
only thing that breaks the ceaseless monotony
of the dull horteon i o constant Dow of mili-
Lury airerall charged with enforcing the No-
Fly Zone in Southern frag.

Thas is the environment in which more than
U0 members of the Kentucky Adr Guoard op-
erated from April 7 to Jupe 10, delivering
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around-the-clock theater achit services for ﬂ‘ G
multinational forees as part of Operittion

Southern Watch. Staft Sgt, Angela Stafford/USAF

MMuring the deplovment, Wing aircrews
flew O3 missions in Saudi Arabia, Kowa, i;['-_ .
and Cratar, logsing more than 238 hours of -
fTight time. On the ground, @ir cargo person-
nel built seores of pallets for delivery wiile
mantainers pulled 12-hour shills prepping C-
3y Tor their next missions.

Although the Ky ANG is known for s

See Desert, Page 4

TOP: An F-16 from Prince Sultan Air
Base refuels while patrolling the No-
Fly Zone in Southern Iraq. More than
90 members of the 123rd Airlift Wing
deployed to Price Sultan to provide
theater airlift for the operation.

BOTTOM: KyANG members were
housed in tent cities at Prince Sultan.

Capt. Cathering Jabob/KyANG



OMMANDER’S CALL

Fleming’s dedication and integrity
represent best of Air Guard

any of you have heard me
say over the vears that
there 1= no such thing as a

“part-time” Guardsman.
I have always believed
that once you make the commitment 1o
hecome @ purt of this unit. you are a
Guardsman all the time. although your
availability to perform vour mulitary du-

ties may be somewhat limited because of

vour civilian joband family demands.

The sume thing is true if you become a
commander or supervisor — vou are the
commander or supervisar all of the ime,
hut with somewhal limiled availability,

This system of providing military might
through the vuse of volunteer citizen-sol-
diers and airmen has proven 1o be effec-
tive and cost efficient, and s role in our
mation’s detense has become increasingly
crucial.

This reliance on the Guard can only be
effeciive, however, il our members exhibil
the age-old military values of duty, honor
and coundtry.

Last month, we said good bye 1oan in
dividual who epitonmizes this concept, Lt
Cob John Fleming commanded the 1651h
Aarlift Sguadron fora little more than two
Vs,

Meanwhile, he worked full time lor
the Army Corps of Engineers and also
saw his lamily enough that they remem-
hered what he looked Tike most of the
time.

Col. Michael L.. Harden
T2 3ed Advlift Wing Commeander

Before his most recent post, Lt Col.
Fleming served as a hine jock weapons
svatems officer, Tight commander and
squadrons operations oflicer.

Civer the vears, he never stuffed of T s
duty o sand, “don™t ask me — m just o
part-timer,” He was a full-time Guards-
man — aned a full-lime commander — in
the truest sense.

He spent the time necessary (0 cnsure
the readmess and well being of every
member in his squadron. L Col. Fleming
did this out of a sense of duty wnd respon-
sibiliey that is hard o define, leach orin-
still,

And ver, you know 1t when yon see
i,

When Air Force Chief of Staff Gen.
Ronald R Fogleman announced that one
of the Adr Force core values was service
befure sefl, he could have had John
Fleming in mind,

The unit has been fortunate o have
hadd o long hne ol people like John
Fleming — people like Irv Pope.
Dwight Pounds and Donn Ryvan —
traditional Goardsmen b full-nme
commenders who gave of themselves for
the belerment of the wing and the na-
tion.

These [olks know that command is
very serious business, and those who
suceessinlly undertake the responsibil-
iy understand that command means
full-time responsibility and  commit-
ment o that responsibility.

It s alsooa heck of a lotal Tun,

lohn Fleming will be missed, but his
sense of duty and honor will remain,

Tust as he learned from his superiors,
sometime in the future someone whose
lite he touched as o commander will ac-
cepl the responsibility of command and
benefit from his example.

Thanks loads. John, for making the
Thorouzhbred Express what it is.

RO

Ky. 40213-2678.

This funded Air Force newspaper is published for mem-
bers of the military services. Contents of The Cargo Cou-
rier are not necessarily the views of the U.S. government,
the Department of Defense or the Air Force.

The editorial content is edited and prepared by the pub-
lic atfairs office of the 123rd Airclift Wing, Kentucky Air Na-
tional Guard, Louisville International Airport, Louisville,
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If you have a story idea, photo or article to submit,
stop by the PA office, room 2117 of the Wing Headguar-
ters Building. Deadline for the next issue is Sept. 15,
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Pedal Power

Guardmember riding 100 miles for charity

By Stall Sgt. Dale Greer
Cargo Courier Editor

Nest month, while most members ol the Kentucky Air Guard
are sharpening their commbat skills on base, Muster Sg1. Bob
Wood will be fighting his own personal battle with leukemi.

Wood, o carge airlift supervisor in the 123rd Aerial Port
Squadron, doesn™t have the deadiy diseuse, but he's seen its
elfects up close, and he wants 1o do something ahout it,

A five-vear-old hoy who attends Wood's church in
Hendersonville, Tenn., has been strugeling with leukemin for
muoiiths,

As the disease and his chemotherapy sessions have pro-
gressed, young Camron Lowe has become incredsingly with-
driawn wnd confused, Wood said. His mother no longer Tets
Camron play with frends Gor fear thit his compromised im-
mune system will fail w protect him from infections,

“He"s not even allewed 1o come o church anyvimore,” Wood
said of the once playvful boy who liked to wear cowboy cos-
tumtes and deliver high-lives,

UNow. e won't even talk wome. The seclusion that he's go-
ing through has been rewl haed Tor bim o handle, He just wants
to live a normal life.”

Wood hopes that his efforts Sept. 21 will enable Camron 1o
o just that,

The Guardsman will spend the drill weekend participating
it HH-mile hicyele marathon to raise money for the Leoke-
mia Society of Americn, which estimates that a cure [or some
forms of the disease 15 less than three years uway,

The marathon will begin in New Hampshire. cross Mane,
andd el in Boston.

*This 15 an opportunity 1o help make o difference,” suid Wood,
whe's been collecting donations since the spring and so fur has
ratsed about hall of the 52500 mintmum required to partici-
pate.

He's confident he cun raise the money, but the phyvsical as-
pect of the marathon is a little more intimidating.

“It's poimng to-he tough,” Wood said, “This is straight throuwgh,
without much ol o break. lor <ix hours, 've ridden as Far 62
miles before, but I"'ve never imed a hundred.”

To prepare, Wood has been traming on weekends with other
marathon cvelists, and he rides his bicycle 11 miles o work
every day.

He's even moditied his diet and bought o new 16-speed bike.

But the hest assel Wood expeets to have next month s &
sl loap of plaste.

“When [ leave on the mde. they ™| give me a hospital bracelet
with Camron’s name on it he said. “Sooof [ get o the point
where I think 1 can’t 2o any further, | can look down at that

lMaster Sgt. Bob Wood is preparing for a 100-mile bicycle
marathon in September that will raise money for the Leu-
kemia Society of America.

Braceler and remember why U'm here,”

Leukemia is o cancer that mfects the body's Blood-lorming ts-
sues like bone marrow and lymph nodes. Nearly a hall milhon
Americans have the disease. and more than 200000 die Trom it each
vear, according 1o the Leukemia Society of America.

Urverall survival rates for leukemia victims have more than
douhled in the past 30 years, rising from 14 percent in 1960 1o )
percent Locday.

Wood encouraged Guard members 1o place themselves on the
National Registry for Bone Marrow Transplants by contacting their
lecal branch of the Leukemia Society of Amertca,

ST an opportunty Lesave o life.” he said,

“It may not be someone you know, but i's a person that some-
body clse knows and loves,”

For more informedion, call Woed ar extension 4300, T
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